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way which of late years had saved so much tedious
and tortuous negotiation.

The main difficulty was still the claim, of Poland,
which was backed up by promises from France and
England. This question, which had become so much
a matter of prestige and aroused such highly sensitive
national feeling, could very likely never have been.
settled by official methods ; or at any rate, after weeks
and months of discussion,, an unsatisfactory solution
would have left a bitter after-taste behind it,. But it
was disposed of in a few hours at a personal interview
between Stresemann and Dr. Diatnant, the Polish
member of parliament.

Dr. Diamant, a former member of the Austrian
parliament and one of the most eminent men in the
Polish Socialist Party, was perhaps one of the first to
assume, after the war, the ungrateful task of effecting
a rapprochement between Germany and Poland. He
was one of those who, like Haguenln, come upon a
truth too soon, agonise in the pursuit of a crusade,
and, like all the pioneers of history, are forgotten.
He sprang from the great generation of militant
Socialists, who were acquainted with martyrs but not
ministers, his whole existence was one long protest
against the oppression of the workers, against the
recalcitrancy of the Right, and against the maltreat-
ment and enslavement of Poland, He was one of
those who react immediately to any injustice, just as
old soldiers* limbs are stirred by the sound of a
military march. But he was not merely a Pole and
representative of the working man; he had been
educated in the school of European politics as ex-
emplified in the International Socialist Conferences,